


NORTH FLORIDA WATER UTILITIES AUTHORITY
SPECIAL CALLED MEETING AGENDA

January 5, 2025, 9:30 AM at Judicial Annex Building, 218 Parshley Street Southwest, Live
Oak, FL 32064.

1. Callto Order

2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call

4. Additions & Deletions

5. Adoption of the Agenda

Public Comments

Discussion/Action ltems

6. FDEP Compliance issues and potential remedies

Board Comments:

Attorney Comments:

Director Comments:

Adjournment:



Agenda ltems #1-5

1.

2.

Call to Order

Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call

Additions & Deletions

Adoption of the Agenda

Note: no backup documentation required for these items



Agenda Item #6 - FDEP Compliance issues and potential
remedies

OBJECTIVE:

The subject of the special session is discussion and possible board action regarding the

following interrelated items:
(i) various factors and options to resolve FDEP compliance issues and capacity

issues associated with Ellisville WWTP and the CR-136 WWTP

(i) impacts and aspects associated with the use and/or non-use of FDQOT rest area
WWTP as a potential remedy for Ellisville WWTP capacity issues

(iii) or both (i) and (ii).

Supporting Documentation:

e 251223 SCCRWWTF Engineering Assessment Report FINAL
e WL25-202 Suwannee County CR-136 WTP - PW - 08-01-2025

e FDOT Wastewater Construction Operations and Maintenance Agreement



Board Comments:

Attorney Comments:

Director Comments:

Adjournment:
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CR 136 Water Treatment Plant

SCHEMATIC (not to scale — Schematic Key on page 5):
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BEFORE THE STATE OF FLORIDA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT ) IN THE OFFICE OF THE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ) NORTHEAST DISTRICT
)
V. ) OGC FILE NO. 25-0184
)
COLUMBIA COUNTY )
)
CONSENT ORDER

This Consent Order (Order) is entered into between the State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (Department) and Columbia County (Respondent) pursuant to
Section 120.57(4), Florida Statutes, to settle certain matters at issue between the Department
and Respondent.

The Department finds and Respondent admits the following:

1. The Department is the administrative agency of the State of Florida having the
power and duty to protect Florida’s air and water resources and to administer and enforce the
provisions of Chapter 403, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and the rules promulgated and authorized in
Title 62, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). The Department has jurisdiction over the
matters addressed in this Order.

2. Respondent is a person within the meaning of Section 403.031(9), F.S.

3. Respondent is the owner and is responsible for the operation of the South
Columbia County Regional WWTE, a 0.050 million gallons per day (MGD) annual average
daily flow (AADF) permitted capacity extended aeration wastewater treatment facility
(WWTE) that discharges treated effluent to a rapid infiltration basin (RIB) system, R-001,
consisting of six RIBs (Facility). The Facility is operated under Wastewater Permit No.
FLA632759-008-DW3P (Permit), which was issued on July 31, 2024 and will expire on July 30,
2029. The Facility is located on Wire Road, at the intersection of SR-25 and I-75, Lake City
(Columbia County Parcel ID No. 11-6S-17-09640-000), in Columbia County, Florida (Property)
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shown in table 3 below, in violation of Permit Condition I.A.1 of the Permit in accordance with

Rule 62-620.610(1), Fla. Admin. Code.

Table 3: Annual Average Exceedances

Date —_gLMozl;it((’l:n Description Result | Limit | Units | Statistical Base

07/31/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 11.69 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
06/30/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 12.02 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
05/31/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 11.49 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
04/30/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 12.94 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
03/31/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 12.64 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
02/28/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 13.72 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
01/31/2025 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 12.68 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
12/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 13.44 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
11/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total -* 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
10/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total ¥ 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
09/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total - 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
08/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 11.3 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
07/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 12.9 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
06/30/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 18 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
05/31/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 23.6 3 | mg/L | Annual Average
04/30/2024 | EFA-1 Nitrogen, Total 25.8 3 | mg/L | Annual Average

*DMR issues prevented results from being submitted.

Having reached a resolution of the matter Respondent and the Department mutually
agree and it is

ORDERED:

Respondent shall comply with the following corrective actions within the stated time
periods:

5. Within 90 days of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall submit to the
Department an evaluation conducted by a professional engineer registered in the state of
Florida, of the Facility, including the effluent disposal system and associated collection system,
to discover the cause or causes of the violations and to address the requirements of AO 204

identified in paragraph 4 above.
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6. Within 90 days of the due date for submission of the evaluation in paragraph 5,
Respondent shall submit to the Department Facility design modifications, prepared and
submitted under seal by a professional engineer registered in the state of Florida, to remedy
the cause or causes of the violations and to meet the requirements of AO 240/Permit
Compliance Schedule identified in paragraph 4 above and ensure the Facility and effluent
disposal system will function in full and consistent compliance with all applicable rules.

7. Within 60 days of the due date for submission of the design modification(s) in
paragraph 6, Respondent shall submit a complete application for a Department wastewater
permit to construct the modifications submitted pursuant to paragraph 6, if such a permit is
required. In the event the Department requires additional information to process the permit
application Respondent shall provide a written response containing the information requested
by the Department within 60 days of the date of the request.

8. Within 2 years after issuance of the wastewater permit referenced in paragraph 7
above, or if no permit is required, within 1 year of the approval of the design modification(s)
in paragraph 6, Respondent shall complete construction of the modification(s) submitted
pursuant to paragraph 6.

9. Within 30 days after completion of the construction, Respondent shall submit to
the Department a Certification of Completion, prepared and sealed by a professional engineer
registered in the State of Florida, stating that modifications to the Facility, effluent disposal
system, and collection system have been constructed in accordance with the provisions of the
Permit or, if no Permit is required the design modification(s) submitted pursuant to
paragraph 6.

10.  Every six months after the effective date of this Order and continuing until all
corrective actions have been completed, Respondent shall submit to the Department a written
report containing information about the status and progress of projects being completed under
this Order, information about compliance or noncompliance with the applicable requirements
of this Order, including construction requirements and effluent limitations, and any reasons

for noncompliance. These reports shall also include a projection of the work Respondent will
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perform pursuant to this Order during the 12-month period which will follow the report.
Respondent shall submit the reports to the Department within 30 days of the end of each
quarter.

11.  Respondent shall complete all corrective actions and be in full compliance with
Rule 62-620, F.A.C. within two years of the effective date of this Order.

12.  Respondent shall comply with the following discharge limitations and other
requirements set forth in the Permit:

a. Beginning on the first day of the month following the effective date of this Order
and lasting until two years, the interim limits are as shown in Table 2, below:

Table 2- Interim Limits

Parameter Limit (mg/L) Frequency Sample Type

Nitrogen, Total Report Annual Average Grab

b. No interim limits are approved for Total Suspended solids, CBOD, and Fecal
Coliform. Stipulated penalties shall be assessed for permit limit violations of these parameters.

C. Tests conducted pursuant to this monitoring program shall conform to Rule 62-
4.246, F.S., and Chapters 62-160 and 62-660, F.A.C., and 40 Code of Federal Regulations 136, as
appropriate.

d. These monitoring requirements do not act as State of Florida Department of
Environmental Protection Wastewater Permit effluent limitations, nor do they authorize or
otherwise justify violation of the Florida Air and Water Pollution Control Act, Part I, Chapter
403, Fla. Stat., during the pendency of this Order.

13.  Within 90 days of the effective date of this Order, Respondent shall pay the
Department $11,375.00 in settlement of the regulatory matters addressed in this Order. This
amount includes $10,000 for civil penalties and $750 for costs and expenses incurred by the
Department during the investigation of this matter and the preparation and tracking of this

Order. The civil penalties are apportioned as follows: $10,000 for violation of Rule 62-


https://11,375.00
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of any violation which may be prosecuted criminally or civilly under federal law. Entry of this
Order does not relieve Respondent of the need to comply with applicable federal, state, or
local laws, rules, or ordinances.

20.  The Department hereby expressly reserves the right to initiate appropriate legal
action to address any violations of statutes or rules administered by the Department that are
not specifically resolved by this Order.

21.  Respondent is fully aware that a violation of the terms of this Order may subject
Respondent to judicial imposition of damages, civil penalties up to $15,000.00 per day per
violation, and criminal penalties.

22.  Respondent acknowledges and waives its right to an administrative hearing
pursuant to sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., on the terms of this Order. Respondent also
acknowledges and waives its right to appeal the terms of this Order pursuant to section 120.68,
F.8:

23.  Electronic signatures or other versions of the parties’ signatures, such as .pdf or
facsimile, shall be valid and have the same force and effect as originals. No modifications of
the terms of this Order will be effective until reduced to writing, executed by both Respondent
and the Department, and filed with the clerk of the Department.

24.  The terms and conditions set forth in this Order may be enforced in a court of
competent jurisdiction pursuant to sections 120.69 and 403.121, F.S. Failure to comply with the
terms of this Order constitutes a violation of section 403.161(1)(b), F.S.

25.  This Consent Order is a final order of the Department pursuant to section
120.52(7), F.S., and it is final and effective on the date filed with the Clerk of the Department
unless a Petition for Administrative Hearing is filed in accordance with Chapter 120, E.S.
Upon the timely filing of a petition, this Consent Order will not be effective until further order
of the Department.

Persons who are not parties to this Consent Order, but whose substantial interests are
affected by it, have a right to petition for an administrative hearing under sections 120.569 and

120.57, Florida Statutes. Because the administrative hearing process is designed to formulate
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